
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 10, 2023 
 
TO: All entities, individuals, agencies, and 

organizations providing written 
comments on the Perris Truck 
Terminal Project Mitigated Negative 
Declaration/Initial Study  

 

 FROM: City of Perris 
Planning Division 
135 North D Street 
Perris, California 
92570 

   
Subject: Perris Truck Terminal Project Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial 

Study (MND No. 2388) 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for submitting written comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration/Initial 
Study (“MND/IS”) prepared for the Perris Truck Terminal Project (“Proposed Project”).  
As lead agency, the City of Perris (“City”) appreciates your involvement in the 
environmental review process.   
The MND/IS was released for a 30-day public review and comment period beginning on 
April 7, 2023, consistent with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (“CEQA”) and the State CEQA Guidelines.  During this time, the City received a total 
of three comment letters.   
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines require public agencies to consider public 
comments received on a mitigated negative declaration; however, they do not require that 
agencies prepare written responses to such comments.  (Pub. Resources Code, § 21091(d), 
(f); State CEQA Guidelines, § 15074(b).)  Nonetheless, the City has prepared written 
responses to each comment raised in each submitted comment letter.   
All three comment letters, and all written responses to those comment letters, are enclosed.  
The comment letters, and the written responses, will be considered by the City Planning 
Commission and the City Council in making any approval or denial decision on the 
Proposed Project.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nathan Perez 
Associate Planner 

CITY OF PERRIS 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

PLANNING DIVISION 
135 NORTH “D” STREET, PERRIS, CA  92570 

TEL (951)943-5003 FAX: (951)943-8378 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code, § 
21000 et seq.) and the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(State CEQA Guidelines) (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15000 et seq.), the City of Perris (City) 
circulated for public review and comment the Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration No. 2388 (IS/MND) for the proposed Perris Truck Terminal Project (Proposed 
Project).  The MND/IS was prepared to analyze and disclose the potential environmental impacts 
of the Proposed Project.   
 
The City determined that, based upon the evidence and determinations presented within the 
MND/IS, and any and all supporting documents related to the Proposed Project, there is no 
substantial evidence supporting a fair argument that the Proposed Project would not result in 
significant impacts on the environment after the incorporation of identified mitigation measures.  
 
The IS/MND was circulated for a 30-day public review and comment period beginning on April 
7, 2023, consistent with the requirements of Public Resources Code section 21091 and State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15073.  During this time, the City received a total of three comment letters on 
the IS/MND from the following entities: 
 

A. Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
B. Eastern Municipal Water District 
C. Riverside Transit Agency 

 
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines require public agencies to consider public comments 
received on an MND; however, they do not require that agencies prepare responses to such 
comments.  (Pub. Resources Code, § 21091(d), (f); State CEQA Guidelines, § 15074(b).)  
Nonetheless, the City has prepared the following written responses to each comment raised in each 
submitted comment letter.  None of the comment letters have identified a new, avoidable or 
unavoidable, potentially significant environmental impact.  No information showing that the 
mitigation measures identified in the IS/MND would not reduce potentially significant impacts to 
a less than significant level has come to light.  No substantial revisions to the IS/MND are required.  
Therefore, no recirculation of the IS/MND is necessary.  (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15073.5.)   
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II. RESPONSES TO COMMENT LETTERS 
 
The following includes a copy of all comment letters submitted during the public review and 
comment period for the IS/MND for the Proposed Project, along with written responses to each of 
those comments.   
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A. Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
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Comment A-1:  Introductory comment that the Riverside County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District limits its items of interest to regional flood control and drainage facilities.  
Comments that follow are of general nature. 
 
Response to Comment A-1: This comment does not question the content or conclusions of the 
IS/MND.   
 
Comment A-2:  The proposed project involves the Perris Valley Master Drainage Plan Line D 
and Perris Valley Master Drainage Plan Line D-1 for which the Project Applicant shall enter into 
a cooperative agreement with the District and the Proposed project lies within the District’s Perris 
Valley Area Drainage Plan and the Applicable fees shall be paid for any additional impervious 
surface areas. 
 
Response to Comment A-2:  This comment does not relate to CEQA or the IS/MND. However 
the modified alignment of Line D-2 has been built to completion per plans on file with the City 
and Line D has been realigned per DWG 4-1067 and DWG 4-1200 on file with the Flood Control 
District. 
 
Comment A-3:  The proposed project may require a NPDES permit from the State Water 
Resources Control Board. 
 
Response to Comment A-3:  The IS/MND notes that a Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Santa Ana Region General Construction Permit, Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
as well as a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit would be required 
for the Proposed Project. Also noted on Page 61 is that the Proposed Project was designed to meet 
NPDES standards. 
 
Comment A-4:  The City should require all FEMA requirements be met if the project site is within 
a FEMA mapped floodplain.   
 
Response to Comment A-4:  Page 58 of the IS/MND notes that the southeastern portion of the 
Project Site is within the 500-year floodplain as identified in Figure S-3 – FEMA Flood Hazard 
Zones of the General Plan Safety Element. The Proposed Project includes the development of a 
truck and passenger car parking lot, landscaping and bioretention system that would meet water 
quality and hydrology requirements standards of the City of Perris as conditions of approval. 
 
Comment A-5:  The project proponent shall be responsible for complying with all applicable 
mitigation measures defined in the CEQA document. 
 
Response to Comment A-5:  The City will adopt a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
along with the Mitigated Negative Declaration and further, will issue Conditions of Approval to 
ensure the Applicant complies with all mitigation and conditions. 
 
Comment A-6:  If a natural watercourse or mapped floodplain is impacted by the project, 
obtaining a Section 1602 Agreement from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife should 
be required. 
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Response to Comment A-6:  A Biological Resources Assessment was prepared for the Proposed 
Project and, as indicated in page 30 of the Initial Study, the Project Site does not support riparian 
habitat or a sensitive natural community. The Project Site is not identified in any local plans, 
policies, and regulations of the CDFW or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
Development of the Project Site as proposed would not result in impacts to riparian vegetation or 
to a sensitive natural community because these resources do not occur on the Project Site. 
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B. Eastern Municipal Water District 
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Comment B-1:  Introductory comment that reiterates the Project Description. 
 
Response to Comment B-1: This comment does not question the content or conclusions of the 
IS/MND.   
 
Comment B-2:  Proponents of development projects within the District shall consult with the 
District regarding water demands and sewer flows. 
 
Response to Comment B-2:  This comment does not relate to CEQA or the IS/MND. However, 
the Proposed Project’s potential impact on the EMWD’s facilities was disclosed in the IS/MND.  
Further, the City would not issue building permits until water and sewer service are secured. 
 
Comment B-3:  This comment summarizes EMWD’s new development process for meeting 
design conditions and submitting improvement plans. 
 
Response to Comment B-3:  This comment does not question the content or conclusions of the 
IS/MND. 
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C. Riverside Transit Agency 
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Comment C-1:  Email indicating that after further review of the Project, RTA has no 
recommendations. 
 
Response to Comment C-1: This comment does not question the content or conclusions of 
the IS/MND.   
 
 


